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Officials Say War May Be 
Won if Political Crisis Does 
Not Hamstring Effort 

WARN ON- REPRESSION 


McNamara and Taylor Tell 
the President and Security 
Council of Their Mission 
— 


Text of White House statement 
on Vietnam is pn Page 4. 

1 ' ” 
By TAD SZULC 

Special to The New York Timet 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2— The 
United States said tonight that 
the war In South Vietnam might 
be won by the end of 1965 if 
the political crisis there did not 
•‘significantly affect the mili- 
tary effort. 

A formal statement of United 
States policy, approved by Pres- 
ident Kennedy after a National 
Security Coqncll meeting at tho 
White House, warned that while 
repressive actions by the Saigon 
regime had not yet ‘'signifi- 
cantly affected" the war effort, 
"they could do so in the future.’* 
It said that under the present 
conditions most of the 14,000 
United States military person- 
nel could be withdrawn, from 
Vietnam by the end of 1965 and 
that 1,000 men might be able 
to leave by th^ end of this year. 

"The political situation in 
South Vietnam remains deeply 
serious/' the statement said. 
Based on Recommendations 
The policy statement was ap- 


proved on the basis of recom- 
mendations from 'Secretary of 
Defense Robert S. McNamara, 
Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Henry Cabot Lodge, 
Ambassador to South' Vietnam. 

Mr. McNamara and General 
Taylor returned here early to- 
day from a week-long fact- 
finding mission in Vietnam on 
President Kennedy’s orders. 

The mission was designed to 
evaluate the military and po- 
litical situations injhe South- 
east Asian country, with .par- 
ticular emphasis on whether the 
political crisis, stemming from 
the regime’s regression of its 
Buddhist and other opponents, 

Is affecting the eight-year-old 
war against' the Communist 
Vietcong guerrillas. 

Policy May Be Reviewed 
It was ' hoped that the mis- 
sion's findings would resolve tha 
differences within the Admin- 
istration over * United States 
policy toward South Vietnam. 

The statement, which was 
read to newsmen by Pierre Sal- 
inger, White House press secre- 
tary, after the 50-minutc meet- 
ing of the National Security 
Council, deliberately avoided 
committing the United States 
to a frozen position toward the 
regime of President Ngo Diuh 
Diem. 

Administration quarters said 
later that while the present de- 
cision was to maintain military 
and economic aid to South Viet- 
nam at its present levels, this 
policy would come under review 
at any time if it became clear 
that,, indeed, the political crisis - 
was seriously damaging the con- 
duct of the war. 

In that sense, it was acknowl- 
edged, the United States was, ^ 
In effect placing the Diem re- 

Continued on Page 4, Column 1 
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Special to Tho New York Tlmi 

WABUINOTON t Oct. 2— 

Following la the text of a state- 

Pr~o 1 Co L ft mCHt rC ' id by the Whit * I!ou * c 
°° C0L 8 Press secret cry, Pierre Malinger, 

after a meeting of tho National 
Security Council tr ‘ 


"Secretary 


>.Tn7. 


gtme on notice that It might 
have to reconsider its support 
. for South Vietnam if adequate 
measures were not taken to re- 
dress ti\c political situation. 

O/ficiaij said that although 
the policy statement deliberate! 
ly, avoided mailing a formal 
judgment that the war could 
not be won without a meaning- 
ful political change in Saigon, 
the implication was there for 
President Diem to see. * • 

The statement eald that United 
States policy remained one of 
"working with the people and 
Government of South Vietnam 
to deny this country to com- 
munism, ** but ndu:d significantly 
that "effective pc.-.'ormance In 
this undertaking is the central 

Vietnam 1 ” ^ P0Ucy m SouUl 
It said that the United States 
sought to support Vietnamese 

jL •^ efC ? t l “^Srasion'^ber of training personnel might 

;as well as to build a peaceful still be required. 

v By ^ end of m9 y^r. the 

rlpnr St ? tea haa made statement said, the training pro- 

° ntll uJing opposition gram for the South Vietnamese 
South Vi/tn^nf"^? actions in forces should have progressed to 
South Vietnam." it said. the point where 1,000 United 


j ira and 

General Taylor reported to 
the President this morning 
and to the National Security 
" Council this afternoon. Their 
report included a number of 
classified findings and recom- 
mendations which will be the 
subject of further review and 
action. 

'Their basic presentation 
was endorsed by all members 
of th e Security Council and 
the following statement of 
United States policy was ap- 
proved by the President on 
the basis of recommendations 
received from them and from. 
Ambassador Lodge. 

’The security . of South 
Vietnam Is a major interest 
of the United States as of 
other free ‘nations. We will 
adhere to our policy of work- 
ing with the people and Gov- 


ernment of South Vietnam to 
deny this country to Commu- 
nism and to suppress the ex- 
ternally stimulated and sup- 
ported insurgency of the Viet- 
cong as promptly as possible. 
Effective performance in this 
undertaking Is the central ob- 
’ject of our policy In South 
Vietnam. ‘ 

'The military program in 
South Vietnam has mad? 
progress and is sound in prin- 
ciple, though improvement^ 
are being energetically 
sought. 

"Major United States as- 
sistance in support of this 
military effort is needed only 
until the insurgency has been 
suppressed or until the na- 
tional security forces of the 
Government of South Vietnam 
axe capable of suppressing it. 
^ "Secretary McNamara and 
General Taylor reported their 
Judgment that the major part 
of the United States military 
task can be completed by the 
end of 19G5, although; there 


may bo r. c ..::*uing require- 
ment for a li. ited number of 
United states training per- 
sonnel. ' 

"They reported that by the | 
end of this year the United 
States program for training 
Vietnamese should have 
progressed to the point where 
1,000 United States military 
personnel assigned to South 
Vietnam can be withdrawn. 

"The political situation in 
South Vietnam remains deep- 
ly serious. The United States 
has made clear its continuing 
opposition to any repressive 
actions in South Vietnam. 
While such actions have not 
yet significantly affected the 
military effort, they could dQ 
do in the future. 

"It remains the policy of 
the United States_in South 
Vietnam, as in other parts of 
the world, to support the ef- 
forts of the people of that 
country to defeat aggression 
and to build a peaceful and 
free society.'* 


Up to now, the statement said, 
the McNamara-Taylor mission 
.’ound that "the military pro 
.Tram in South Vietnam has 
made progress and la sound in 
principle, though Improvements 
axe being energetically sought " 
It said that "major United 
States assistance" was needed 
only until the Communist ln- 
lurgency had been suppressed 
or until Vietnamese forces "are 
capable of suppressing it." 

Mr. McNamara and General 
Taylor were reported to believe 
‘hat “the major part" of the 
Jnlted . States military task 


States personnel can be with- 
drawn from the country, in the 
opinion of Mr. McNamara and 
General Taylor. 

United States military 
strength in South Vietnam has 
risen from 685 men in early 
1961 to more than 14,000 men 
at this time. /The build-up be- 
gan after General Taylor's first 
mission to Vietnam in 1961. 

Mr. McNamara and General 
Taylor went Into a top-secret 
While House meeting shortly 
after Q P.M., about 12 hours 
after their return here from a 
week-long fact-findin^smlssion 


a preliminary briefing at a 
morning conference. The Presi- 
dent then called the Council 
meeting for the early evening. 

The findings, conclusions and 
recommendations by Mr. McNa- 
mara and General Taylor are 
expected to provide the basis 
for the formulation of a com- 
States policy. In Vietnam, ^fol- 
lowing long \eeks of hesita- 
tions and disagreements within 
the Adminlstrajtibn. 


tary mission, tried to convince 
him* that the war was going 
well, was on schedule and could < 


Lodge’* View at Saigon 


J w«>| * 

"ould be completed by the end. in Vietnam. 
r f IB65 > ^though a limited num- 1 They had given Mr. Kennedy 


By DAVID HAUBERSTAM 

Special to Tho New York Time* 

SAIGON, South Vietnam, Oct. 
2 — Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lodge tried to convince 8ecre-| 
tary McNamara, during his visit' 
here that the political siutationi 
in South Vietnam was serious 
while Gen. Paul D. HarkiBs, 
head of the United States mili T 
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be won under Win* Wndl-Ld the emergence of Ngo Dtah.^ 

_ Mr. McNamara and General jj^acUoA^T^^^ ***** 

°=ra _ Js-s sp-^SjA-c 

M. there has been a gmlSal zJt Ua * t moved /or * ■trongerj briefing, wer* # VeD ^’ 
ystalixation of ideas at the .?* South y 1)0111 


Taylor were said to have been 
considerably impressed by the 
seriousness of the political situ- 
ation and what one source de- 
scribed as “the police aspects of 
this state/* 

A qualified American said 
their final report would stress 
parts of both aides' .presenta- 
tions, "grays more than blacks 
and whites." 

Mr. McNamara and General 
Taylor were sent here by Presi- 
dent Kennedy to investigate the 
effect on the war effort of the 

RndHhf.f bet 7*S? v,e tnamese 
Buddhist* and the ruling fami- 

of President Ngo Dlnh Diem, 
and. to estimate how well the 
war wad going. 

Although their mission start- 
ed out as primarily a military 
investigation, it was also by the 
end of the visit as much an 

rituatlon. t 0n ^ P ° 1,UcaI 
The United States 1* support- 
m£», the Ng f, faml| y government 
w £ an estimated total of Jl.B 
million a day in military and 
economic aid in the fight against 
the Communist guerrillas 
The United States u' C on- 
aiderably disturbed over recent 
political developments, Including 
the crackdown on the Buddhists 


— ...J «uiu wiun come except- xr P 
ions, there has been a gradual L_." 
crystalization of ideas at the i* - ^ 

highest American civilian and I Harkins are 

military levels here. This crys- f riendj from Boston days, 
tallzatinn in n»af «. a #i~.a 1 to mrn recen ^ w ^ks, according 


f it T I a in13 crys- 

tajlzation in part reflects some- tr . ' Tiul — MW accoraxng 

what different readings of the Ft ^ Iitai T source^, the general 
situation In Vietnam and what ? ^ become angry because Mr. 
to do about it on the part of ha3 *? ecn challenging his 

the military and civilians. I evaluations. 

Civilians, including the Em-' Gp „^^ lr - t J^cNiLmara'a visit 
bassy*do not believe the war „i fo ral Harkins had the ad- 
can be won with a government ~ ttt th , e Muitar y As- 

that includes the Nhus. The mill- ComajlJ 'vas running 

tary believe the war 1* F helng ." d maJUn S’ basic 

won. ^ uJes Among other advjm . 

Although in the past Mr. thf^J^A, J ? r J had was 
odge ha* *tayed somewhat In rw/. that 0,8 Secretary of 
— Defense was staying at his resi- 


c„ M , u " . , " 6*»«i oy both 

officer*. OenejS* Hari^*^. 
tended all these sessions 
It was believed that the brlrf- 

{?£" * 8re almed 8t comparing 
the military situation now with 
the lean times of October l 961 

°* ^ °P^toism of the 
briefings, the sources say,* was 
reflected In the early and quite 
optimistic statements by Arthur 
Sylvester, an Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense. 

fact 11141 considerable 
military progress had been made 
In some areas came through in 
the briefings. 


